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On April 28, three men and a woman accused of espionage for the CIA were released after an
appeals court overturned their convictions. The four were convicted in trials held in May and June
1988. Human rights groups had protested the trials, arguing they were political. Three were released
from the La Modelo prison outside Managua, and a fourth from another prison near the capital.
Economist Mario Alegria had been accused of organizing a network among government employees
to provide economic data to the CIA. Alegria's lawyer, Hernaldo Zuniga, said the appeals court
accepted the argument he and the other defense attorneys had presented: that none of the laws
applicable in the case defined what a "secret document" is and the economic information involved
was public knowledge and not secret. The other three released on Friday were Nora Aldana, who
had been a planning specialist with the Agriculture Ministry; Adrian Espinales, who worked at the
Interior Ministry; and, Pedro Pablo Su, who had been employed at the Central Bank. Alegria and
Aldana had been given prison sentences of 16 years and Espinales and Su were sentenced to three
years. (Basic data from AP, 04/28/89)
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